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2021 - 2023
• Currently working on three research projects

 

 

The Research Practice Interface in ESP: Past, Present and 

Future Perspectives 

Editors: Ersilia Incelli, Renzo Mocini, Judith Turnbull 

(forthcoming June 2022) 



ESP/EAP (English for specific purposes) framework
(Krashen 1985; Ellis 1997; Belcher 2004)
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Chapter 5
Semantic prosody: lexico-pragma-semantic patterns of words

• Semantic prosody: also discourse prosody, describes the way in which certain 
seemingly neutral words can be perceived with positive or negative associations 
through frequent occurrences with particular collocations. (Sinclair 1996, 2001; 
Louw 1998; Hunston 2002; Partington 1998, 2004).

• This particular case study on the verb fuel in its figurative use



Collins Cobuild corpus: CQ  – cluster frequency for fuel_v
(SketchEngine, Kilkariff et al. 2005) 
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fuelled by the fact that - 32 instances - 20 negative

doc#12 the CIA had a hand in the killing. The theory was fuelled by the fact that the killing was a meticulous hit 

doc#161 : Tyson scares him. <p/> I believe Tyson's antics are fuelled by the fact that he is a product of the streets of 

doc#614 let it drop." <p/> Dai said Teresa's suspicions were fuelled by the fact that three of the numbers he always 

doc#680 about the severity of the writer's malady was fuelled by the fact that he never found any of the 

doc#5705 to convert. These pretentious ambitions are fuelled by the fact that people refuse to challenge them 

doc#5734 employers. Their interest is also likely to be fuelled by the fact that many people who take part in 

doc#5915 poor young women breeding have been further fuelled by the fact that fertility in general is falling 

doc#6410 The demand for insolvency lawyers has also been fuelled by the fact that many have relocated to deal  

doc#6446 desire to play Premiership football again is fuelled by the fact he missed almost the whole of last 

doc#6491 a terrorist attack using biological weapons - fuelled by the fact that Mohamed Atta, the suspected 

doc#6527 '. Why create that sort of hate?'' The anger is fuelled by the fact that his brother's co-accused, Al 

doc#10544 anger with the U. S. presence in the city has been fuelled by the fact that U. S. soldiers and marines seem 

doc#11238 's brass to cope with angry fans whose ire was fuelled by the fact the Tabbies weren't about to get into 

doc#12177 Palestinian leader. The speculation has been fuelled by the fact that the Israeli court allowed him to 

doc#13073 becoming the next president is partly fuelled by the fact that President Mogae has been 

doc#13216 approved them appear unmoved by public outrage fuelled by the fact that some pensioners exist on £76.53 

doc#13250 in other constituencies. The bitterness is fuelled by the fact that the taoiseach indicated he 

doc#13330 children. Tensions are stewing between them, fuelled by the fact that Antoine has been drinking 

doc#13626 also invincibly arrogant, a characteristic fueled by the fact that they were, by and large, as 

doc#13748 . The heat of the debate has been further fueled by the fact that since his ideas have been made 

doc#19082 white women. Many suspected the charges were fueled by the fact that Moore was married to a white 

doc#21245 with Bush's agenda. Those questions were fueled by the fact that the announcement came a month 

doc#21607 it earned $106 million. Googlemania is further fueled by the fact that Brin and Page are set to become 

doc#22289 . / // FRANCO ACT / //" Part of it has been fueled by the fact that the labor market has been 
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Semantic prosody distribution of FUEL[v*] across domains (academic)– COCA corpus
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Current Research
(in collaboration with Lingue e letteratura Università di Firenze e Sapienza)

Knowledge dissemination in 17th/18th century England. 

Historical pragmatics - data and corpora based on documents and manuscripts from 
1650 – 1750

Research Title: ”Upon my going into a coffee-house yesterday, and lending an 
ear to the next table…”: the dissemination of knowledge and information in 
coffeehouses in 17th /18th century England

Penny Universities



Online access to the digitalization of manuscripts

• Early English Books online

https://www.english-
corpora.org/eebo/

(755, million words) 

• Corpus of English dialogues

1560 – 1750 

https://www.sketchengine.eu/
corpus-english-dialogues/

(1.2 million words of dialogues 
of Early Modern English 
speech-related texts)

https://www.english-corpora.org/eebo/
https://www.sketchengine.eu/corpus-english-dialogues/


Corpus Query (CQ) – coffee - house



Future research: 

• PRIN: PROGETTI DI RICERCA DI RILEVANTE INTERESSE NAZIONALE – Bando 
2020 Prot. 2020TJTA55

• Unità Roma Sapienza - Research project title:
Communicating transparency: New trends in English-language 
corporate and institutional disclosure practices in intercultural 
settings

➢ Financial English - The Discourse of Transparency in Ethical funds
- Promotional discourse: persuasion and evaluation
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